Legislative Summary
SENATE BIL.L No.  14
Introduced by Senators Simitian, Kehoe, Padilla, and Steinberg on December 1, 2008

Summary

1. This bill would revise the Renewable Energy Resources Program to state the intent of the Legislature to increase the amount of electricity generated from eligible renewable energy resources per year, so that amount equals at least 20% of total retail sales of electricity in California per year by December 31, 2010, and 33% by December 31, 2020.  
2. Also, the amount of electricity generated per year from eligible renewable energy resources is increased to an amount that equals at least 33% of the total electricity sold to retail customers in California per year by December 31, 2020. 

3. This bill requires an accounting system to verify compliance by retail sellers and local publicly owned electric utilities to comply with the renewable portfolio standards (RPS) program.
4. The bill would require the CPUC to prepare and submit to the policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature, annually before February 1, of each year, a report containing detailed information specified in the bill.
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and in the Assembly Committee on Utilities and Commerce.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_14&sess=CUR&house=B&author=simitian
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 413
Introduced by Assembly Members Fuentes on February 23, 2009

Summary

1. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cents per kilowatt” or “cents per therm” basis from all classes of gas and electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.
2. This bill would require the CPUC to require electrical (not gas) corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs, designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014, particularly targeting those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
3. This bill would eliminate the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC to increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.

As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on 3 June, 2009 and has been passed to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_413&sess=CUR&house=B&author=fuentes
SENATE BILL No. 695
Introduced by Senator Kehoe on February 27, 2009

Summary

1. This bill consists of a reintroduction of several components of last year’s SB 14, and mirrors this years’ AB 413.
2. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cent-per-kilowatt hour” basis from all classes of electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.  This rate increase would occur during a specified “phase-in schedule” of three to five years for each electrical corporation.
3. These programs would particularly target Low Income Energy Efficiency measures especially towards those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
4. This bill would delete the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.
5. The bill would require the CPUC to annually require electrical and gas corporations to study and report to the CPUC on measures that they recommend be undertaken to limit cost increases.
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Assembly for the first time on June 1, 2009.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_695&sess=CUR&house=B&author=kehoe
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1316 
Introduced by Assembly Member Ma on February 27, 2009

Summary

1. This bill would require the LIOB to review and make recommendations on the proposed budgets for low-income electricity, gas, and water programs prior to approval by the CPUC. 

2. The President of the CPUC would make an annual appearance to appropriate Legislative committees to report on low income programs and issues. 

3. A State Air Resources Board member would be added to the LIOB. 
4. The LIOB would have to, to the extent possible, garner public input through town hall meetings and forums. 

5. The bill would delete the authority of the board to establish a technical advisory committee but would require the board to establish an advisory committee to assist the board.
As of June 10th, 2009, this bill is active and in the Senate Committee of Rules for assignment.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 758 

Introduced by Assembly Members Skinner and Bass on February 26, 2009
Summary
1. This bill would require the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to develop a comprehensive energy savings program for existing residential and commercial buildings.
2. The bill would require the CPUC to investigate the ability of electrical corporations to provide energy efficiency financing options to their customers to implement the comprehensive program.
3.  The CPUC would be required to authorize an electrical corporation to provide a targeted number of low cost energy efficiency audits each calendar year.  The electrical corporation would recommend to a building owner cost-effective energy efficiency improvements after the completion of the energy audit.  
4. This bill would require a local publicly owned utility to be responsible for implementing the energy efficiency program.
As of June 3rd, 2009 this bill is active and in the Senate Committee of Rules for assignments.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_758&sess=CUR&house=B&author=skinner
SENATE BILL No. 542

Introduced by Senators Wiggins and Strickland on February 27, 2009
Existing law requires the CPUC to undertake certain steps in implementing the California Solar Initiative.  This bill would require the CPUC, by July 1, 2010, to develop and implement a strategy to expand the participation of multiunit residential and commercial rental properties in utility energy efficiency and solar energy programs and to prepare and submit a report on the program to the Legislature by that date. 
As of June 3rd, 2009 this bill is held at the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_542&sess=CUR&house=B&author=wiggins
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 51 

This bill was introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee on December 1, 2008
Summary 
This bill would require the CPUC to limit the administrative costs, for Energy Efficiency programs approved after January 1, 2012, to not more than 10% of the funds expended.
The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.  This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on 3 June, 2009 and has been passed to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_51&sess=CUR&house=B&author=blakeslee
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 231 
This bill was introduced by Assembly Member Huffman on February 5, 2009.

Summary 
· This bill requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt a schedule of fees to be paid by the sources of greenhouse emissions, which would be deposited in the Climate Protection Trust Fund, for purposes of carrying out the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. 
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on 3 June, 2009 and has been passed to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_231&sess=CUR&house=B&author=huffman
SENATE BILL NO.  721 
This bill was introduced by Senator Steinberg on February 27, 2009.
Summary

1. This bill would create the Climate Action Team (CAT), consisting of representatives from specified state agencies that would be responsible for coordinating the state’s overall climate policy.

2. The CAT, on or before January 1, 2011, and annually thereafter, would be required to prepare, adopt, and present to the Legislature, a strategic research, development, demonstration, and deployment plan that establishes priorities and identifies key expenditure categories for research,

As of May 28th, 2009 this bill is held in Senate Appropriations Committee and under submission. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_721&sess=CUR&house=B&author=steinberg
ASSEMBLY BILL NO.  1530 

Introduced by Assembly Member Skinner on February 27, 2009.
Summary
1. This bill requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt protocols for the valuation, quantification, and verification of any greenhouse gas emission reduction measure that relies on electrical energy efficiency to ensure that the reductions comply with existing requirements. 
2. This bill requires the Board, in adopting these protocols, to consult with the CPUC, the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, and experts in the field of energy efficiency. 
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on June 2, 2009 and has been passed to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1501-1550/ab_1530_bill_20090420_amended_asm_v98.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No.  1536 
Introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee on February 27, 2009.
 Summary
1. This bill requires the CPUC, in consultation with the Energy Commission, to administer the clean technology incentive program for distributed generation until January 1, 2012 for deploying distributed generation technologies that require ratepayer incentives to achieve commercialization and produce benefits for ratepayers.
2. The bill also authorizes incentives to be provided pursuant to the program for energy storage facilities meeting certain requirements.  The bill would limit program costs to no more than $75,000,000 per year.
As of June 2, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on June 2, 2009 and has been passed to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery
SENATE BILL No.  542
Introduced by Senators Wiggins and Strickland on February 27, 2009.

Summary
1. This bill would require the CPUC, by July 1, 2010, to develop and implement a strategy to expand the participation of multiunit residential and commercial rental properties in utility energy efficiency and solar energy programs and to prepare and submit a report on the program to the Legislature by that date.  The bill requires the CPUC to ensure that the strategy does not result in additional ratepayer surcharges. 
2. The bill requires the CPUC, in implementing the State Solar Initiative, to ensure installers of solar energy systems and ratepayers are aware of certain requirements if the system is installed on a manufactured home. 
As of June 10, 2009, this bill is active and was read in the Senate for the first time on June 3, 2009.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_542&sess=CUR&house=B&author=wiggins
