
LOW INCOME OVERSIGHT BOARD

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES – September 12, 2002

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pacific Energy Center

851 Howard Street

San Francisco, California

I. CALL TO ORDER/ INTRODUCTIONS


Commissioner Wood, acting chair, called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.  Lopez arrived at 10:52 a.m.; Paul White necessarily absent.  Whiting and Sanchez attended the meeting via teleconference from the LIOB satellite meeting site at Sempra Energy.  Introduction of the newest board member, Dr. Jeanine Scancarelli, the Governor’s appointee to the board. 

Board Members Present:  


Alan Woo, Tim Dayonot, Carl Wood, Maria Juarez, Ortensia Lopez, George Sanchez,  Yole Whiting, Janine Scancarelli (George Sanchez and Yole Whiting by teleconference)

Public Members Present:  


John Dutcher (Mountain Utilities), Wally Kolberg (Southwest Gas) John Hargrove (Sierra Pacific Power), Bob Burt (ICA), Wallis Weingar (Winegard Energy), Allan Rago (Quality Conservation Services), William Parker (CAA of San Mateo County), Eddie Jimenez (Proteus, Inc.), Mary O’Drain (PG&E), Maria Arquines (PG&E), Gene Lee (PG&E), Evelyn Lee (PG&E), Duane Larson (PG&E), Arleen Novotney (SoCal Forum), Mike Micciche (La Cooperative), Patrick Rosvall (CWC), Jack Parkhill (SCE), Jim Hodges (SoCal Forum/ACCESS)

Public Member Teleconference Attendees:  


Rob Manifold (AARP), Yvette Vasquez(SoCal Gas), Dave Rogers (SoCal Gas).

Commission Staff Present:  


Steve Rutledge, Ivy Walker, Jessica Hecht, Manuel Ramirez, Jeorge Tagnipes, Donna Wagoner

II. Review And Approval Of Minutes

The Board approved the June 14, 2002 LIOB meeting minutes with the following corrections:  Change “Richard” Sanchez to “George” Sanchez, change Maria “Lopez” on page two to Maria “Juarez.”  An addition was made to Page 8:  “A motion was made and carried on Automatic Enrollment.”  The changes were approved 8/0.

Yole Whiting indicated that the minutes are very detailed; not everything needs to be included.  It might be easier to have a summary rather than so much detail.

A discussion took place on the order of agenda items, technical and advisory committees, election of officers, and interaction with staff.  There was no objection to adopting agenda.  

III. Election Of Officers

Welcomed Ortensia Lopez at 10:52 a.m.  

A discussion ensued on the election of officers, and whether or not the previous board had a secretary which was confirmed by Bob Burt.  The secretary’s duty was to review minutes before being presented to the board.  Mr. Burt indicated that the Board has a legal responsibility of taking minutes, and the law requires that there be a secretary.

Discussion of how to hold election:  Secret ballot, or show of hands.  The Board decided on a voice vote.  Nominees were solicited for the position of Chair.  Tim Dayonot and Alan Woo were nominated with no further nominations.

Roll Call/ Voice Vote results:

	Voter
	Candidate Voted For

	Juarez
	Tim
	

	Scancarelli
	Tim
	

	Wood
	
	Alan

	Lopez
	
	Alan

	Whiting
	Tim
	

	Woo
	
	Alan

	Dayonot
	Tim
	

	Sanchez
	Tim
	


Voting results:  Five votes for Tim, and three votes for Alan.

Nominations for the position of Vice Chair:  Juarez (accepted), Woo (declined), Lopez (declined).  Juarez elected by acclamation.

Secretary nominees:  Woo accepted.  No other nominees.  Woo elected secretary by acclamation.

Chair accepted the suggestion made by Lopez to place time limits on discussion items.  Chair will identify issues as information or action items.

IV. Budget

Energy Division presented an Estimation of Financial Expenditures for 12 LIOB meetings.  Commissioner Advisor Manual Ramirez indicated that the Board will work with staff to get a budget for fiscal year 2003-2004.  Mr. Ramirez indicated the LIOB budget comes out of the CPUC budget; the budget is constrained this fiscal year since the current budget was set in the past. 

The Chair questioned whether or not LIOB members could receive reimbursement for attendance at workshops or other outside events.  Commissioner Wood indicated that at present, the Commission has authorized reimbursement for attendance at LIOB meetings and subcommittee meetings.

Motion by Wood that the executive officers assigned develop a proposal for Commission funding for additional LIOB activities, and to have the proposal presented to the Board for approval.  The motion was seconded by Woo, and carried.

Discussion ensued on CPUC staffing allocations to the LIOB versus using outside consultants.  Ms. Scancarelli requested additional expense detail including expenses incurred to date as well as allocation of CPUC staff providing support to various low-income programs, and amounts spent.  Energy Division indicated that there are numerous projects underway.  Energy Division suggested that the Board may be interested in further or different projects, and if so, the LIOB should work together with the Energy Division in developing a proposal for the 2003-2004 Fiscal Year.

Bob:  keep in mind, the agencies have to present issues to the governor by December.  You don’t have a lot of time.  One thing you have to keep in mind is there is at least a $12 million shortfall.

V. Status Of Rapid Deployment

The Board, Commission staff, and members of the public held a lengthy discussion on the PG&E decision to suspend its LIEE program, and the impacts it has had on contractors.  Board members and Energy Division expressed their concern over the manner in which the program was suspended without warning, what controls will be in place to prevent the total exhaustion of funds in the future, and the current reporting processes.  Energy Division pointed out its concern that the monthly Rapid Deployment status reports submitted by PGE did not indicate any funding problems.  PG&E agreed to attend future LIOB meetings and give updates on the redeployment of their LIEE program.  Jim Hodges expressed his concern that the Commission may equate PG&E solutions on southern California utilities that do not have the same problem.  Jim Hodges recommended that the Commission should not assume problems of PGE are concerns of the other utilities.  The Board indicated that it may choose to provide recommendations to the Commission in the future on the shutdown.

Woo:  Motion to express concern of LIOB about disrupted services by PG&E in the manner it was, so services can continue as soon as possible.  There was no second; motion died.  Break for lunch at 12:12 pm, return at 1:10pm.

VI. Response To CPUC Orders

a. Review recent CPUC rulings.

Energy Division summarized D.02-08-051; a discussion of CPUC rulings, what the Board should concern itself with, and the role of the Board.  There was a discussion of pending CPUC orders and potential LIOB comments on any draft orders including outreach for ULTS and CARE.

Eddie Jimenez:  Asked a question about the Rapid Deployment tables:  Appears that the numbers for enrollments and eligible were transposed; is the source different?  According to PG&E, this data is received from John Peterson, Athens Research.  Current market data is overlaid on the census data market data to bring census data up to date.

b. Coordinated CARE/ULTS Outreach

Discussion included the CARE & LIEE process evaluation, needs assessment, standardization, NGAT study, measure assessment, and measure cost effectiveness.  Mention was made of the SMJU, and that they have diverse needs.  Energy Division staff has been working with the SMJU to develop programs appropriate to their needs.

Woo asked what action is taken on Advice Letters, and Energy Division explained the process.  Auto enroll discussion ensued, along with regulation, ratesetting, shareholder incentives, and other working groups such as the Reporting Requirements Manual Working Group (RRMWG).  A RRMWG meeting for CARE reporting may be scheduled soon.  

Energy Division pointed out that in addition to the current proceedings specific to CARE and LIEE, Energy Division is following other proceedings that could have impacts on the energy low-income proceedings.  Energy Division indicated that some of those proceedings include the Annual Earnings Assessment Proceeding, known as the AEAP, the baseline proceeding, ULTS/ G.O. 153.  Commissioner Wood pointed out that there is also the triennial Edison GRC underway.  Commissioner Wood indicated that the Commission will be approving a cost structure for Edison.  Commissioner Wood also indicated that there are 13 public hearings currently scheduled in Southern California locations, which are good opportunities for people to come and be heard.

There was a review of the four sub committees voted on by the LIOB at the June 14, 2002 meeting.  They are:  CARE/ULTS outreach, Auto Enrollment, PY2003 Applications, and Needs Assessment.  Energy Division pointed out that subcommittees would need to bring work products back to the full board before LIOB recommendations are submitted to the Commission.

The board discussed holding public meetings after the LIOB meetings for public input on coordinated outreach pursuant to D.02-07-033.  At Energy Division’s suggestion, LIOB members Woo and Whiting volunteered to assist in putting together a matrix with a subcommittee from the ULTSAC contrasting similarities and differences on CARE and ULTS regulatory models and processes.  Once these are complete, Energy Division will forward those to the LIOB members.  LIOB members will forward their comments and recommendations on coordinated CARE/ ULTS outreach to Energy Division by November 16, 2002.  Energy Division will compile those comments and recommendations into a working draft report for the final LIOB report pursuant to D.02-07-033.

VII. New Business And Agenda Planning For Future Meetings

The following schedule was agreed upon for additional board meetings:

	Day
	Date
	Location

	Tuesday
	October 29
	Fresno

	Friday
	November 8
	San Diego

	Wednesday
	December 11
	Redding

	Wednesday
	January 15, 2003
	Oxnard


A call for new business was made.  The California Low Income Energy Programs (CLIEP) meeting was mentioned.  The CLIEP group was created during the energy crisis, and hasn’t met for several months.  Chair Dayonot will ask his staff to research some dates for a CLIEP meeting in October.  

Board members agreed on standardizing LIOB meeting time from 10am to ending around 3:30pm, with a working lunch.  Energy Division indicated that it is unlawful to use state funds to buy food.  Commissioner Wood suggested that Board members use their own money and order out, that members of the public do the same, and that officers can make the preparation for ordering out.  Chair Dayonot suggested that alternatively, members and the public could bring their own lunches.

Questions may be directed to Donna Wagoner or Barbara Morton.  Donna’s phone number is 415-703-3175, email is dlw@cpuc.ca.gov.  Barbara can be reached at 415-703-5575, email bam@cpuc.ca.gov.  

VIII. Meeting Adjourned

Without objection 3:36pm.
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