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LOW INCOME GOVERNING BOARD

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

December 14, 1999

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

PG&E Energy Center, 851 Howard Street, San Francisco
II. CALL TO ORDER

The Meeting was called to Order by the Chair, Henry Knawls, at 10:31 a.m. 

Board Members Present: Henry Knawls, Roberto Haro, Stephen Rutledge, Katherine McKenney, Susan Brown

Public Members Present: William Parker, Eddie Jimenez, May Wait, Jeff Beresini, Dennis Guido, Colleen Sullivan, Don Wood, Bob Burt, Donna Jones-Moore, Pete Zanzot, Roxanne Figueroa, Irina Krishpinovich, Phyllis White

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES, APPROVAL

Minutes were deferred.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

Roxanne Figueroa, Richard Heath and Associates, was introduced to the group. 

IV. CURRENT EVENTS

A. The Feasibility of Utilizing the Census Bureau to Calculate CARE Program Penetration Rates.

Phyllis White, Energy Division, discussed The Feasibility of Utilizing the Census Bureau to Calculate CARE Program Penetration Rates (doc 3). She indicated this is a part of the Needs Assessment effort. 

V. UPDATES AND STATUS REPORTS

A. Chair Report

Knawls informed the group that Joe Hyatt had resigned from the California Public Utilities Commissions (CPUC). 

The Chair discussed the 12/13/99 Letter in Response to the LIGB Letter 11/22/99 (doc 16). 

B. Advisory Committee (Progress Report on Standardized Manuals & Selection Criteria)

Eddie Jimenez, Proteus, discussed the Agenda and Minutes from the Advisory Committee (AC) meeting held December 8 and 9, 1999 in San Diego. Jimenez stated the AC meeting was re-scheduled for January 12, 1999 in Los Angeles.

The AC discussed the Joint Stipulation of Facts. RHA presented a report at the meeting December 8, 1999. 

The AC discussed the LIEE Uniformity of Measures. The Utilities will submit their current Weatherization Installation Standards (WIS) manuals and the AC will begin to review them.    

C. Legislative Updates

No updates presented.

D. Legal Division Updates

Ourania Vlahos was scheduled to appear at the December 15, 1999 LIGB meeting; however, the meeting was cancelled. No updates presented. 

E. CPUC Updates (Energy Division Staffing Update)

Dave Gamson, CPUC, discussed the ALJ Ruling and Notice of Public Participation Hearings (PPH) (doc 9).  He stated Commissioner Neeper would be present at the Public Participation Hearings. Furthermore, he stated that the LIGB Budget would be on a month-to-month basis until further ruling from the Commission. 

Gamson spoke about the Board’s Operating Structure. He reported that this item had been held from the Commission agenda, and informed the LIGB that an alternate may be written. The alternate being discussed would eliminate the boards, Low Income Governing Board and California Board for Energy Efficiency. Gamson stated that the new Commissioner, Lynch, has not reported or discussed her views in this area. This issue is being considered by the other commissioners. 

Gamson stated there is a “value-vs-benefit” issue with the boards. 

The Board discussed its concern about public participation and stressed that at the Commission level, there was inadequate representation of the public.  

Public Comment was heard. 

Gamson indicated the Public Participation Hearings will be a part of the record.

Public comment was heard. The public suggested ways of working better with low-income ratepayers. 

Gamson stated that the debate at the Commission is not about whether there should be low-income participation. The debate at the Commission is the cost and the burden of how the boards function. Brown indicated that the Commission is asking the wrong question. The question should rather be how do we maximize the process of obtaining meaningful public input.  Knawls concurred. The LIGB represents the low-income ratepayers. The Commission does not solely exist to represent low-income ratepayers. 

Gamson also indicated Commissioner Neeper does support the existence of the Board. 

Haro indicated the LIGB Board operation has reduced its cost 65%. Cost analysis does not make sense. 

The Board discussed Gamson’s suggestion to an Alternate. The LIGB wished to comment per his invitation. 

Public comment was heard. 

Gamson briefly commented on the Investigative Report (Audit).  

F. Critical Path Update

Item deferred

G. Pilot Ideas Update

No new updates presented.

H. Outreach Efforts (Update from Utilities)

All utilities have been gathering information. Colleen Sullivan presented SCG Invitation for Third Party Proposals from Utilities (doc 20).

Rutledge discussed the Call Center CARE Activity Table 10/99 (doc 11).

I. Penetration Rates

The Board briefly discussed the Penetration Rates (doc 12)

VI. RESPONSE TO CPUC ORDERS ISSUED SINCE LAST MEETING

The Board discussed the 12/6/99 ALJ Ruling and Notice of Public Participation Hearings (doc 9).  Public comment was heard. Brown indicated the focus was on competitive bidding primarily. 

The Board proposed to write a letter indicating that the LIGB urges for both Parties and the ALJ to introduce in their opening briefs, any information obtained in the Public Participation Hearing; and to consider the comments to taken in both briefs and the Proposed Decision.

Motion: Knawls moved for Katherine McKenney to draft a letter addressing the Public Participation Hearings. Seconded (Brown). Vote 5-0. Motion passed. 

VII. BOARD OPERATIONS

A. Update on Board Nominations

No new updates presented. 

B. Review LIGB budget year to date

McKenney reported Edison had not provided written response. Contacts at Edison is Chantelle Manard, telephone number: 626-302-1735.

McKenney clarified that the item claiming 60k for Legal Counsel on the LIGB Financial Tracking (doc 13) was in fact approved. 

C. LIGB Budget Augmentation or Action

McKenney recommended for the LIGB to do an encumbrance of money if needed. 

D. Review LIGB Proposed By-law Changes

Knawls requested for Fred Harris to review the audit and response to the audit vis-a-vis the by-law changes. 

E. Errors and Omissions Insurance Update

McKenney indicated she would talk with Ourania Vlahos, Legal Division. 

McKenney discussed the December 10, 1999 letter from Attorney General Bill Lockyer (doc 19). Vlahos and the Commission will review. The Board discussed whether or not this would also apply to the AC. 

REVIEW PROGRAM EXPENDITURES FOR CARE/LIEE YEAR TO DATE

The Board discussed the Program Expenditures Year to Date (doc 14).

VIII. UPDATE ON UTILITY COMPETITIVE BID APPLICATIONS (A.99-07-002, -004, -011, -012)

No updates presented.

IX. PY 2000 AND PY 2001 PROGRAM & POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

No updates presented.

X. AGENDA PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

The December 15, 1999 LIGB meeting was cancelled by the Chair. 

The LIGB requested for the AC to include in the agenda meeting for January 12: Response to the Alternate Decision on the Boards. 

The Board discussed modifications to the Agenda for the upcoming meeting January 18 and 19 in San Diego.

XI. MEETING ADJOURNED

The meeting was adjourned by the Chair, Knawls at 2:40 p.m. 
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