LOW INCOME ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 

April 11, 2000, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

April 12, 2000, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Pacific Gas & Electric Energy Center

851 Howard Street 

San Francisco, California

LOW INCOME ADVISORY BOARD 

Approved Minutes

May 23, 2000, 10 AM – 4 PM

Pacific Gas & Electric Energy Center

851 Howard Street

San Francisco, California


I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of the LIAB was called to order by LIAB Chairman, Henry Knawls at 10:25am

Board Members Present:  Henry Knawls, Maggie Cuadros, Susan Brown, Katherine McKenney, Karen Lindh and Steve Rutledge (Quorum present)

Public Members Present:  Lou E. Estrella, Roberto Del Real, Donna Jones-Moore, Jeannie Harrell, William Parker, Ulla May Wait, John Fasana, Roxanne Figueroa, Don Wood, Bob Burt and Dennis Guido

Commission Staff Present:  Colleen Sullivan, Terrie Tannehill, Larissa Enriquez, Josie Webb, and Zaida Amaya, and Donna Wagoner and Fred Harris participated by teleconference.. 
II. REVIEW OF MINUTES, APPROVAL 

Due to necessary corrections and revisions, Chairman, Henry Knawls, deferred the approval of the draft May 2 & 3, 2000 minutes until the June 7, 2000 LIAB Meeting.
Motion by McKenney  With minor editorial changes, that the Board approve the April 11, 2000 meeting minutes.  Seconded.  Motion passed by a vote of 6-0-0 (Brown, Cuadros, Lindh, Knawls, Rutledge and McKenney voting)

Motion by McKenney  With minor editorial changes, that the Board approve the April 12, 2000 meeting minutes.  Seconded.  Motion passed by a vote of 6-0-0 (Brown, Cuadros, Lindh, Knawls, Rutledge and McKenney voting)

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

1. ICA Comments on Needs Assessment Tasks

Bob Burt of  ICA presented the Board with the document, ICA’s Comments on Needs Assessment Task.  Burt summarized ICA’s comments, expressing concern about the waste of time and money involved in physical inspections of the housing stock.  Burt recommended that the priority of the Needs Assessment is to get data about populations, and that it shouldn’t be about program design.

IV. UPDATES AND STATUS REPORTS

A. Chair Report


1.
Review Board Expenditures
There were no new updates presented.  McKenney requested that a budget presentation be added to the agenda for the LIAB meeting of June 27& 28.  Based on the final order adopting the LIAB budget, Sullivan and McKenney will develop budget information, including what the carryover is and what moneys might be available for the programs.   This will be preliminary to adopting the LIAB’s budget for September’s filing.  McKenney requested that approval of the Board’s 2001 draft budget be agendized for the first meeting in August. 

B.
 Technical Committee 

Josie Webb informed the Board that Fred Harris would be available during the LIAB meeting to address Bob Burt's concern about household improvements contracts that came up at the last TC meeting. The provision that concerns Burt is that the law says that where a contract is created, you must tell the homeowner that this contract may create a lien on his home and that he could loose his home.  Burt does not believe that their work creates such a contract as defined in the law, but wants to make sure that this is the case before it creates problems. 

Other reports were deferred to later in the meeting.

B. Legislative Updates

Board Secretary, Karen Lindh provided the following Legislative Report:

· Bills to continue funding for Public Purpose Programs are still being negotiated, although there are rumors that they are getting closer to a final decision on how to continue the energy efficiency research and development and renewable subsidies programs for at least the next five years.  

· The Hydro bills are not moving.  

· One bill that was previously discussed, SB1939 sponsored by the Latino Issues Forum. has been amended.  In the most recent version,  distribution bypass is not addressed.  

· A new bill, AB 2638, now deals with distribution competition between public utilities and municipal or irrigation utilities.  Both of these bills are in their respective appropriation committees.  

· At the last LIAB meeting Mr. Wood brought up SB 1388.  The bill by Senator Peace deals with streamlining power plant and transmission siting. This bill would also create  pilot programs for "Demand Side" time of use meters for residential customers in each of the service territories. 

·  The environmental justice bill, SB 1408, was scheduled to be voted on yesterday.  Senator Alarcon's Bill, which requires the Energy Commission to adopt regulations that reflect the federal environmental justice guidelines, has stalled.  

Lindh also reported that the Legislature is beginning  serious budget negotiations.

D.
Legal Division Updates
· Harris informed the Board that the Legal Division is still working on the Bylaws.  Wagoner added that the bylaws will be put out for a 30 day public comment period on June 1, 2000 and once the Assigned Commissioner reviews the comments received, including LIAB’s comments, he would then issue an ACR adopting the final bylaws.  McKenney asked Harris whether or not bodies under state law are required to adopt their own bylaws.  The Board requested that this item be kept on the Agenda for discussion at the next LIAB meeting.

· Harris also discussed a question raised by Bob Burt , ICA, regarding applicability of contractors lien, and necessity of the warning provision to low income programs. Harris said contractors or mechanics lien are not applicable, as contracts are between the UDC and the contractor, and warning not necessary because UDC contracts generally forbid side deals.

· Brown suggested that Harris look at the existing rules and recommend whether further action may be necessary to ensure consumer protection.

C. CPUC Updates

1. CARE Income Guidelines
Sullivan reported that the CARE Income Guidelines are effective on June 1, 2000.  She noted that the guidelines are the same for low income and ULTS programs.
2. Comments of the LIAB on the Draft Interim Decision:  Application for Approval of Year 2000 Low Income Programs

Sullivan reported that on May 10, 2000 LIAB filed its Comments of the Low Income Advisory Board on the Draft Interim Decision: Application for Approval of Year 2000 Low Income Programs.  She noted that these comments incorporated all of the discussion from previous LIAB meetings.  Of note were the Board’s concerns relating to Program Evaluation and Monitoring for future program cycles and  the Pay for Measured Savings pilot.

3. LIAB Recommendations to the Commission on PY 2001 CARE and LIEE Programs

Sullivan reported that on May 19, 2000, LIAB filed its Recommendations to the Commission on PY 2001 CARE and LIEE programs. The filing had to be corrected because a computer virus caused errors in the initial filing.

D. Utility Updates 

1. Outreach Pilots

Donna Jones Moore presented a summary of the status of each utility’s progress in contracting for outreach pilots.  Most of the utilities have concluded their negotiations with bidders.  

A written summary was distributed providing details of specific outreach proposals.

Jones-Moore concluded by saying that all the utilities she has talked to, feel very comfortable on where they are with the process.  They hope to begin the pilots the first week of June.  The contractors and consultants are very enthusiastic about the participation in the pilot and are very much looking forward to the project.  The Board requested that an update be presented at the August LIAB meeting.

There was some public comment that discussed some of the lessons learned from the process, including a need to develop tracking criteria and more tangible objectives to be included upfront.

2. Standardization Project

Don Wood reported that the Statewide Standardization Team filed its Phase 1 recommendations on May 10, 2000. Wood added that they have received extensive public input through the workshops in conjunction with this Board and Technical Committee. He reported that in the second phase, the team will be looking at other program differences and invited the Board to flag any issues that were not yet included. Wood noted that workshops would be held in the July/August timeframe to meet a September 1 submittal deadline.

E. Critical Path Update 

· Sullivan reviewed the most recent events on the Calendar of Events since the last Low Income Advisory Board Meeting.

· Sullivan reviewed the Low Income Program Critical Path Calendar.  There will be a Joint LIAB, TC & Energy Division Workshop for the Needs Assessment Study on May 30 and 31, 2000.  Sullivan informed the Board that the party comments on the Board 2001 Recommendations are due on June 5, 2000 and the LIAB reply comments to these comments are due June 12, 2000.

· Sullivan reported that the critical path will be uploaded to the web site.

F. CARE Penetration Rates (Distributed at the May 2 &3 Meeting)
Item for 5/24/00.

V. RESPONSE TO CPUC ORDERS ISSUED SINCE LAST MEETING

A. Review recent CPUC rulings 

Item for 5/24/00.

B. Discuss any draft LIAB compliance filings resulting from recent orders

Item for 5/24/00

C. Discuss pending CPUC orders and potential LIAB comments on any draft orders 
1. Proposed Decision on LIAB Budget 

Sullivan reported that the Proposed Decision on LIAB Budget was mailed on May 3, 2000.  

VI. REVIEW CARE AND LIEE EXPENDITURES
Informational documents only.

VII. DISCUSSION OF STANDARDIZATION PROJECT 
1. Proposed Board Comments on the WIS Manual Standardization Phase I Filing 

Sullivan informed the Board that draft Board comments were worked on by Steve Rutledge, Donna Wagoner and herself.. Wagoner informed the Board that the Assigned Commissioner and ALJ would like clarification regarding the Board's filing on May 10, 2000 and the WIS project.   The Board discussed whether to focus on overlap or areas of disagreement.  Rutledge indicated his concern about holding off finalization until after the needs assessment because of the length of time involved . Other members agreed. Wood provided Rutledge a list of the Board’s recommendations that he had already identified as being examined by the WIS Team and what areas are being looked at by CALMAC.  Wood indicated that his list will give the Board an idea of where there is overlap..

2. WIS Standardization Phase I Filing

Item for 5/24/00.

3. Letter to Commissioner Neeper Regarding Joint Utility Weatherization Installation Standards and Policy and Procedures (P&P) Manuals Standardization Project.

Item for 5/24/00. 
VIII. NEEDS ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP

Item for 5/24/00. 

1. Comments from Southern California Edison

2. Sempra on behalf of SDG&E and SoCal Gas

3. RHA on the Low Income Needs Assessment Workshop

4. Reply Comments
IX. AGENDA PLANNING FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Item for 5/24/00.

X.
MEETING ADJOURNED

The meeting of the Low Income Advisory Board adjourned at 4:00pm.to be reconvened on May 24, 2000 at 9:00 am

Note:  This location is wheelchair accessible. The meeting is open to the public.
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