LOW INCOME ADVISORY BOARD TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

DRAFT  Meeting Notes for APR. 18-19, 2000 - Dennis Guido

April 18 in Downey, CA
Technical Committee Members in attendance:  Louise Perez - CRP; Dennis Guido - PG&E, Don Wood - SDG&E, Lori Luna - So. Cal. Gas, John Nall - Edison,  Bill Parker - San Mateo CAA, George Sanchez - RHA, Mike Rosauer - CPUC Energy Division. Wallis Winegar - Winegard Energy, Josie Webb - CPUC/ORA, Eddie Jimenez - Proteus

Public:  Ulla-Majia Wait, - CSD, Jeff Beresini, Dave Manoiguerra - PG&E, Alan Rago - QCS, Monte Winegar, Luis - Winegard Energy, Robert Halliday - DCA, Manuel Aguilar, Lou Estrella, Karen Sturgeon - SoCal Gas, Bill Warren - San Bernadino CAA, Albert Huerta - Proteus, Lee Riggan - Commission on Human Concern, Richard Villanova - Telacu, Art Cisneros, Guadalupe Rodriguez - VICS, Steven Geraci - PACE, Ron Garcia - Reliable Energy, Kathy Kifaya - OCCDC

CPUC Staff: Mike Rosauer - CPUC Energy Division

RER Staff: Fred Sebold (Fred@RER.com) or (LIEE@RER.com), Bob Ramirez (Bob@RER.com), Jim O’Bannon - RHA

Minutes Approval:  March 28-29, 2000 Motioned by Bill Parker, Seconded by Josie Webb, Approved 11-0-0.

Public Comment: None
WIS & PP&O Manuals Standardization Project:  At this time Josie Webb turned the floor over to Fred Sebold of RER for their presentation.  Two handouts were provided: Phase I Draft Report Overview and the actual LIEE Standardization Project Draft I Report- see file copies.  After a brief description as to why we were here and what the project was to deliver in Phase I and II, Fred explained that there was broad consistencies across the utilities already;  this was due to E-3586 which attempted to standardize measures.  Fred briefly went over the major differences between the utilities and directed the group to become familiar with the draft report.  

Fred also noted that written comments must be sent to RER by April 27 by 12:00 p.m.  Comments were also accepted during the presentation.  

Outlet gaskets were recommended to be eliminated from the program and electric wall plates were recommended to be replaced when broken or where a hazard exists.  This will be addressed at the time we address addition/deletion of measures.

A question was asked about this program using the same standards as the utilities RCP (Residential Conservation Programs). Explanation was heard that whereas a customer may want to go through an added expense to upgrade their residence even though it might not be cost effective, the low income programs have an added burden to not only show cost effectiveness, but to take in to account hardship.  Therefore, it is more prudent to ensure cost-effective applications while taking into account the customer’s need and not expend unwarranted dollars.

Lead Safe was added to be consistent with CSD’s policies.

Jim O’Bannon took the group through the changes in Section 5.  Items discussed were Knob and Tube.  Now all abandoned wire must be certified as not energized.  What is still on the table is whether abandoned wire  should be made a requirement to be removed prior to attic insulation.  Other items discussed were attic venting, lighting, disappearing stairs; in all cases Code always take precedence prior to any installation of measures, caulking, weather- stripping doors. All references to window weather-stripping was eliminated.  Types of weather-stripping were better defined.  More detail was added to screws in door shoes and determine what was acceptable.  Vinyl door strip was eliminated.  Requiring solid aluminum carriers were added.  No flip-up sweeps were allowed.  Bumper thresholds were now allowed.  Low-flow shower heads were discussed with the replacement of two per neck where two were originally present.  Individuals were asked to submit their recommendations in writing, taking into effect cost effectiveness and hardship.  Water heater blankets must now have three straps on it.  Partial wrap needed to be discussed.  In Water heater pipe insulation, only pre-formed insulation is allowed. Regarding Attic ventilation, all utilities will now require it before insulation can be installed.  Insect screen for venting is not allowed, must meet UBC requirements.  Windows - if all windows are replaced, they must meet the U value requirements.  Safety glass is now a requirement for all applications.  Duct repair and replacement standard has been written as a new section- it is not being introduced as a measure, however it was written for when there is duct repair or replacement to be included; this will be discussed later when measures to add and drop are addressed.  CFL screw-ins will have material standards identified.  Furnace filters are not are a measure.  

It was recommended that all additions or deletions of measures should be done at the appropriate time, and when it is scheduled to be addressed.

Needs Assessment:  LIGB (LIAB) Comments on Energy Division Resolution E-3646 was discussed.  Phase I & II was discussed and what would transpire at the May 30 - 31 workshop to be held at the PG&E Energy Center.  

· It was suggested that another workshop also take place in southern California.  Mike said he needed to check with Donna, but that it was anticipated that after the workshops, there would be a comment period on the Scope of Work, to ensure the Energy Division heard and implemented the suggestions.  

· Advise to the LIAB in suggesting what the Scope of Work should be, for instance in attics, that there be physical inspections of attics to ensure that a need does exist.  

· Identify barriers that prevent eligible customers from participating in CARE and LIEE.  There should be clear goals and objects set for the project.  

· There should be an element in the project that asks customers what they want and need.  

· It should provide opportunities for barriers due to immigrations status and the working poor.   

· Surveys and inspectors should be able to target multiple languages.  

· Identify if customers are being led to believe that they do not qualify and to identify and correct the source of that information.  

· Find out how to reach these customers.  

· Assess and work with landlords to promote and support the programs.  

· HUD properties were identified as a barrier to work with due to their funding requirements. 

· There is a big gap in information on sub-metered facilities, which is the same case for non-profit and agricultural living programs.  

· It was also discussed that there are multiple programs doing the same measures twice thereby wasting funds.  

· A consultant needs to be hired that has experience in low-income communities.  

· Also the study needs to look at rehab of homes in order to be able to receive energy efficiency measures.  

· Income guidelines as well as energy-related burdens need to be looked at.  

· The LIAB should ensure that utility programs reflect AB1393.  

· Should the needs assessment, in looking at compliance with AB1393, also look at how the utilities strengthen the CBO network? 

· Needs assessment has to determine to what extent efforts are duplicated between programs.

CARE Outreach Pilot Update:  Jeff addressed with the committee, in last week’s LIAB meeting, that affirmation was received by the LIAB after presentation by each utility as to what the bids looked like with cost per application and what areas, hard to reach and geographic areas were going to be part of the pilot.  The next step is to meet with the chosen pilots and negotiate on the awards.  Once this is done, May 15 will be the start date of the projects.  Louise had concerns regarding what target areas are being outreached and what areas where not being identified.  Josie stated that the expectations need to be addressed so that we can formulate if they were met.  Louise was concerned that there could be backlash from expectations not being met.  

CARE Data Gathering:  Tables were given at the LIAB meeting.  The TC’s response to the LIAB is to first finish the WIS ,PP&O, Inspections standardization project. The LIABTC will then be able to take this project on for recommendation.

April 19 in Downey, CA

Technical Committee Members in attendance: Quorum Present Louise Perez - CRP, Dennis Guido - PG&E, John Fasana - Edison, Josie Webb - ORA, Eddie Jimenez - Proteus, Don Wood - SDG&E, William F. Parker - CAA of San Mateo County, George Sanchez - RHA, Lori Luna - SoCal Gas, Mike Rosauer - CPUC Energy Division, Wallis Winegar - Winegard Energy Inc.

Public: - Ulla-Majia Wait, Margaret Sturch - CSD, Jeff Beresini, Dave Manoguerra - PG&E, Kathy Kifaya - OCCDC, Albert Huerta - Proteus, Manuel Aguillar, Lou Estrella - SoCal Gas

Agenda Items 

Public Comment: None
WIS & PP&O Manuals Standardization Project:  Eddie Jimenez stated that just mentioning that ‘lead safe procedures will be followed’ is not good enough- what the lead safe practices are needs to be detailed. May Wait stated that in attending lead abatement meetings across the nation, utilities are well aware of the liabilities and law suits around running programs that do not include lead safe practices.  Lou Estrella suggested that a cost analysis should be done and it should be researched as to what measures could cause lead safe practices to be adopted.  

PY2001 Program & Policy:  Lou Estrella gave an overview of each of the orders in the PD released yesterday on the utilities’ 2000 programs.  It was decided that the LIABTC will discuss the PD for input to the LIAB at it’s next meeting on April 25-26.  

“Planning for 2001 program and beyond” document discussed at last week’s LIAB meeting needs to be updated before we can discuss it.  It has been moved to next week’s schedule.

Calendar & Next Meeting Dates:  Louise asked that the Energy Division produce a calendar that includes the LIAB critical path schedule, so that we can factor in the TC schedule.

TC Membership:  Richard Allan Shaw and Peter Grahmbeek were removed from the TC due to non-participation effective today.  Bill moved, Josie seconded, Approved 9-0-0.

LIAB Web Site - http//www.LIGB.ORG

Other useful website:  LIABOARD@egroups.com
NEXT AGENDA:  Same as this agenda with the elimination of CARE from the agenda.
NEXT MEETINGS are set for:

April 25/26


SF

May 16/17


San Diego
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4

