LIGB Approved Meeting Minutes, November 9, 1999


LOW INCOME GOVERNING BOARD

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

November 9, 1999

PG&E Stockton Training Center, 1129 Enterprise Street, Stockton

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Henry Knawls, at 10:38 a.m. 

Board Members Present: Henry Knawls, Susan Brown, Roberto Haro, Karen Lindh, Katherine McKenney
Public Members Present: Bob Burt, May Wait, Donna Jones-Moore, Lou Estrella, Lori Luna, Jeff Beresini, Dennis Guido, Josie Webb, Phyllis White, William Parker, Irina Krishpinovich, Louise Perez, Don Wood, Eddie Jimenez, Pete Zanzot
II. PUBLIC COMMENT

Dennis Guido (PG&E) announced that there would be a 1:00 PM tour of the PG&E Stockton facilities for anyone interested. 

Charles Segerstrom led the tour to see measures put into the program, specific to low-income issues.  He answered questions from the Board members. Residential Energy Efficiency, also supports CBEE programs.  
III. CURRENT EVENTS

A. Needs Assessment Resolution

The Board reviewed Comments on Energy Division’s Draft Resolution to Implement a Needs Assessment for Low-Income Programs (doc 11).  Phyllis White, CPUC Energy Division, indicated that the draft resolution had not yet been distributed.   Due to the 30-day review period and the Energy Division review process, the Board would need to file the document prior to its next meeting. The Board discussed additional input to the Needs Assessment.

Motion: The Board voted to appoint Stephen Rutledge (in absentia) and Roberto Haro to a committee to finalize a draft before its submission to the Energy Division. 

The Motion was withdrawn and discussion was deferred.

IV. UPDATES AND STATUS REPORTS

A. Chair Report

Knawls indicated he was glad to be back.

B. Advisory Committee

Louise Perez, Advisory Committee Chair, discussed conversation with White. She indicated the Energy Division would not be capable of providing support services for the AC.  The Energy Division would only Notice Meetings. Roberto Haro indicated he would draft a letter to the Commission expressing the need for administrative support and bring back for Board review.  December AC meeting will be noticed by Alison Saunders.

Public comment was heard. 

Haro and Knawls will form a committee to deal with administrative issues and contact the Commission the following week.  The Board requested for White to convey to the Energy Division that it is their responsibility to convey back the Board the status of the positions and the resources the Board would receive.  White indicated that Colleen Sullivan had been assigned to the Board.  The Board asked her to clarify Sullivan’s role.  

C. Legislative Updates

Lindh stated there were no new updates to discuss.

D. Legal Division Updates

The Board asked Fred Harris, CPUC Legal Division, about confidentiality and the sharing of customer information. Harris stated that the same logic that applied to the CBEE would apply to LIGB.  D. 93-02-041, D.97-12-103, D. 98-04-063 all discuss this information.  He reported that ALJ Gottstein would cover this issue in an upcoming decision.  Public comment was heard. Harris proceeded to answer questions from Board members and the public present.

The Board requested that Harris or Ourania Vlahos respond to questions regarding the LIGB By-laws and Errors and Omissions insurance.

E. CPUC Updates (Energy Division Staffing Update)

The Board reviewed Travel Expense Reimbursement Changes (doc 2). White outlined certain changes in reimbursement procedures contained in the memo.

Natalie Walsh, Energy Division, (via telephone call) confirmed that Sullivan was hired to work with LIGB. Walsh indicated there were no allocations dedication solely to the Board.  

Regarding Low-Income positions: none have been filled.  Walsh indicated she had borrowed personnel, i.e. Donna Wagoner for Low-Income Programs. 

Regarding support for the AC: “the Volt people” would handle until two positions are filled. She stated that during the overlap, “ I will do that”.  

The Board requested guaranteed period of overlap. Walsh stated she was exploring other alternatives. 

The Board and Walsh discussed the needs assessment resolution. The Board stated it was not out yet, and that they had no way of preparing comments before their next meeting.  

White indicated it is still a “work in progress”. The dates are tentative.

Walsh commented on the AC support for taking Minutes at their meetings. Louis Perez stated the AC needs support for Noticing, distribution of Agenda, Agenda, distribution of documents, Minutes (minimum, action items). 

Regarding Technical Consultants: Sullivan would work on the penetration rates and getting information from the other utilities.

Walsh suggested for the AC to meet at the PG&E Energy Center. The LIGB had agreed to that for December. 

Public comment was heard

Knawls stated that there was no expectation that the level of service would drop after the nine positions were filled.  Walsh stated that there would be a drop in service.

Public comment was heard.

Karen Lindh suggested continuing this conversation at the meeting tomorrow, November 10.

The Board discussed the specific tasks needed to go forward on staffing issues:

· Noticing the meetings

· Volt job description – LIGB wants to see it

· Letter from Perez specifying needs

· Call to Commission’s attention the need for support to achieve goal of meeting around the state.

· Advisory Committee is in lieu of technical consultants

· Filings – have someone monitor AEAP proceedings, for example.  Also with competitive bidding applications and (3) prepare draft comments on proposed decisions and other communications.

· The Board will examine budget resources and come up with recommendations.  The Board appointed the committee of Katherine McKenney and Stephen Rutledge to handle this.  The budget allocation committee will go through the first quarter of next year and find out if, absent the services, the funds are available.  

· Needs assessment 

· Outreach

· Current administrative staff will provide input to Karen as to Volt job description.

The Board directed Lindh to draft a memo on this topic.

White indicated that a project manager position had been approved for overseeing the CBEE and LIGB, but had not been noticed or hired yet.  

V.
MEETING CONTIUNUED

The meeting was continued at 3:44 PM.
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