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November 3, 1999

Commissioner Josiah L. Neeper,

California Public Utilities Division

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: 2001 Low Income Weatherization Programs

Dear Commissioner Neeper:

On September 8 & 9, 1999 and October 12 & 13, 1999, the Low Income Governing Board (LIGB or Board) met to consider, among other things planning for the Board’s recommendations on low-income weatherization programs for program year (PY) 2001.  The Board approved the following request and the submittal of this letter at its October 12 & 13, 1999 meeting.

In D.97-02-014, the Commission reiterated its goal to treat gas and electric utilities consistently with respect to public purpose programs in order to ensure fair and equal access to programs by customers and to promote a level playing field between electricity and gas suppliers in a competitive market.  In accordance with the Commission’s intentions, the LIGB, in its recommendations to the Commission for PY 1999, indicated the importance of increasing uniformity of the implementation and installation of weatherization measures.
  Due to time constraints, the Board and the utilities were not able to develop a proposal to standardize implementation and installation of the weatherization measures for PY 1999.

The LIGB believes that the best methodology for developing a standardized proposal for implementing and installing low income weatherization measures for PY 2001, is for the utilities, Southern California Edison Co. (Edison), Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (PG&E), Southern California Gas Co. (SoCal Gas), and San Diego Gas & Electric Co. (SDG&E), to jointly develop such a proposal, working in conjunction with interested participants.  The California Department of Community Services (CSD) and LIGB’s Advisory Committee have expressed a willingness to participate with the utilities in the development of such a joint proposal.  The LIGB anticipates that as this group works together on the joint proposal that incremental recommendations will be developed before the joint proposal is complete.  LIGB suggests that any incremental recommendations be circulated as soon as developed and that the joint proposal would be circulated to interested parties and the LIGB early in 2000, to allow participants to review and fully evaluate the proposal before LIGB’s May 10, 2000 submittal on PY 2001 is due.

LIGB respectfully requests the Commission order Edison, PG&E, SoCal Gas and SDG&E, working in conjunction with LIGB’s Advisory Committee, CSD, and any other parties who indicate their intent to participate, to develop a joint proposal for standardizing the selection criteria and installation manuals for the utilities’ low-income weatherization programs. The Board acknowledges the Commission currently has several open proceedings, whose outcomes could have effects on such a proposal.  These forums include the applications on competitive-bidding, Applications 99-07-002, 99-07-004, 99-07-011, and 99-07-012, standardized reporting and the standardization of administrative costs.  The LIGB suggests that the joint proposal working group be required to incrementally provide recommendations to the LIGB as developed and present their joint proposal to the LIGB and to the service list in Rulemaking 98-07-037, by March, 2000.  This would allow utilities and participants to assess any impacts from any decisions in the other forums before finalizing the proposal.

The LIGB respectfully requests the Commission issue an Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling, as soon as possible, addressing LIGB’s request.  The LIGB recognizes interested parties’ right to comment on the Board’s request and suggests that any such comments be provided to Commissioner Neeper within 10 working days of the date of this letter.

Sincerely,

Henry Knawls

Chair

cc:  Service List in Rulemaking 98-07-037

� LIGB’s September 8, 1998 and November 13, 1999 Submittals to the Commission





