R.01-08-027 LIOIR 2003-08-20 SCE Request for Additional Extension

To All Parties of Record:

Attached is a letter to Executive Director William Ahern, requesting an

additional extension of time to file the Annual Estimate of CARE-Eligible

Customers.

(See attached file: 08-20-03 LIOIR Letter to Ahern.pdf)
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Larry R. Cope
E D I S O N Senior Attorney

Larry.Cope@sce.com

An EDISON INTERNATIONAL Company

August 20, 2003

Mr. William Ahern

Executive Director

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: R.01-08-027 - Request for Additional Extension to
File the Annual Estimate of CARE-Eligible
Customers

Dear Mr. Ahern:

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) on behalf of itself, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, and Southern California Gas
Company (the Joint Utilities) respectfully requests an additional extension of time to
file an update of current demographic CARE-eligibility rates from September 15, 2003
to November 1, 2003. The Joint Utilities also propose to incorporate in this filing
CARE enrollment "benchmarks" for each utility to be achieved in 2004.

The updated demographic CARE-eligibility rates and enrollment benchmarks
would be used in 2004 for reporting on CARE enrollment. The benchmarks would
represent progress in 2004 toward meeting the Commission’s adopted goal for the
Joint Utilities to enroll 100% of eligible customers that are willing to participate. The
Joint Utilities would base the benchmarks on the estimated demographic CARE-
eligibility rates that would be submitted in the same filing.

The Low Income Reporting Requirements Manual calls for updating the current
demographic CARE-eligibility rates on June 1* of each calendar year. The Joint
Utilities report current CARE penetration rates at the end of each quarter, with the
submittal date for each respective quarter being May 1st, August 1st, November 1st,
and February 1* of the following year.

The Commission and the Joint Utilities have been working to incorporate 2000
Census data into CARE-eligibility estimates. Upon consultation with the Energy
Division over delays in the expected release by data-vendors of demographic
information that incorporates 2000 Census data, the Commission in an Assigned
Commissioner’s Ruling (ACR) dated December 27, 2002, directed the utilities to
include with their February 2003 Rapid Deployment Status Reports, due February 21,
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2003, updated numbers of CARE-eligible customers in their service territories using
2000 Census data from Summary File (SF) 3. However, making use of the Census
SF3 data means the eligibility estimates are based on 1999 reported incomes rather
than on current-year estimates of household income. Nevertheless, the Joint Utilities
complied with this request, but indicated within their Rapid Deployment Reports, that
data-vendors anticipated incorporating Census SF3 income data into their estimates
of the 2003 household income distribution by August 2003.

The Joint Utilities previously believed this estimated release of vendor data
would allow them to file updated estimates of current-year (2003) demographic CARE-
eligibility rates by September 15, 2003, that would also reflect the recently revised
CARE income Limitations. The utilities requested in a May 29, 2003 letter to the
Commission that the date be extended to September 15, 2003. The Commission’s
Executive Director granted this request in a letter to SCE dated June 4, 2003.

The Joint Utilities have no control over the scheduled release of Applied
Geographic Systems (AGS) data products through their distribution channels. The
AGS based data was made available to resellers earlier this summer. The resellers
are processing the data and it should be available to other parties by the end of
September 2003. Thus, Athens Research, the vendor that is developing the eligibility
estimates for the utilities, will not have access te the data before the current
September 15, 2003 filing deadline. The Joint Utilities believe a November 1, 2003
filing date would allow the utilities an opportunity to more accurately process the
data, develop the new estimates, and provide 2004 enrollment benchmarks. The
utilities are therefore requesting an additional extension to November 1, 2003.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions,
please contact me at (626) 302-2570.

Very truly yours,

Larry R. Cope
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