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Joint Utility Public Meeting 

On the Low Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) Program 
San Francisco 
June 12, 2007
Meeting Notes
In accordance with California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Decision (D.) 06-12-038 issued on December 14, 2006, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE), and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) (the Joint Utilities) held a public meeting on June 12, 2007 to discuss the Low Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) program.  D.06-12-038 directed the utilities to convene a meeting every ninety days, provide a notice to all parties to the proceeding, and open the meeting to the public.  D.06-12-038 also directed the utilities to take notes of the meeting and provide them to the members of the Low Income Oversight Board (LIOB), the attendees at the meeting, the Energy Division staff, and any other party requesting the meeting notes.  
Overview/Discussion
LIEE Program Updates

Each of the utilities (PG&E, SDG&E, SCE, and SoCalGas) provided a brief update of their LIEE program achievements from January through May 2007 for the number of homes treated and number of measures installed. 
SDG&E mentioned that its interior hardwired compact florescent lamps (CFLs) and energy efficient torchiere measures became available to LIEE participants on March 1, 2007 and its tankless water heater and air conditioner tune-up measures became available on May 15, 2007.  
SoCalGas mentioned that it plans to implement the tankless water heater measure in mid-August 2007.
SCE mentioned that it plans to implement the air conditioner service, heat pump service, and energy efficient torchiere measures on July 1, 2007.

LIEE Competitive Bid Process Update
Frances Thompson mentioned that the Commission recently issued D.07-06-004 which grants the request of PG&E and SDG&E to modify D.06-12-038 by deferring for one year a competitive bid process for third-party administration of their LIEE program.   PG&E and SDG&E will be required to conduct a competitive bid process for hiring a program administrator for the LIEE program period beginning in January 2009.
Review of LIEE Renter Access Workshop 
Gregg Lawless stated that the Commission held a workshop on May 10, 2007 to discuss renter access to LIEE program services.  Prior to the workshop, the Commission provided a series of questions in an effort for parties to be prepared to discuss at the workshop.   The following were discussed at the workshop:

· The large investor-owned utilities indicated that renters have access to all LIEE program services and measures available to homeowners except replacement of water heaters and natural gas furnaces.
· There are some barriers to the LIEE program, however they are minimal.

· The utilities are not aware of the actual number of homes that have not been served in California; however the utilities can provide an estimate within their respective service territories.   Some homes may not qualify for the LIEE program for various reasons (i.e., the home is new, etc.).
· There are no significant barriers to renter participation in the LIEE program.

· The large investor-owned utilities indicated that they are currently leveraging with community based organizations.

Process for New Measures into LIEE Program
Frances Thompson asked “what should be the process for introducing new measures into the LIEE program”.  
Gregg Lawless reviewed the process used in 2005 for 2006 applications.
Frances Thompson indicated that today the utilities do not have a formal process in place to introduce new measures into the LIEE program, except through an application filing.  

There was a lengthy discussion on this topic. In conclusion the utilities mentioned that they could envision a process of including new measures into the LIEE program that would be similar to the past practice collectively between the utilities, technical consultant, and the public.  The new measure process may be done through the quarterly public LIEE meetings.  However everyone needs to keep in mind that there will be prep work which needs to be conducted prior to the quarterly meetings.
The majority, if not all of the contractors in attendance at the meeting were also in support of the past efforts which relied on technical expertise for cost effectiveness, governmental building codes, and revisions to the Manuals for the LIEE program.

Various meeting participants mentioned the following as measures for potential consideration:  
· water measures
· wall and floor insulation 
· microwaves as alternative to standard cook top 
· occupancy sensors for lights (this technology may pose a problem with CFLs)

· LED lighting

· Occupancy sensors for air conditioning

· HE windows

A question was raised relative to the process for adjusting the dollar cap on minor home repair. Gregg Lawless mentioned that this issue was discussed at the last LIEE Public meeting on March 27 and that contractors were asked to provide cost data to support adjusting the dollar cap on minor home repair.  Gregg reported that he did not receive any feedback from the contractors.

Ron Garcia mentioned that minor home repair has been discussed in the past and that he believes the Commission plans to address in the natural gas appliance testing (NGAT) workshop or through the OIR process.
Next Steps

Next public meeting will be scheduled for September in the Los Angeles area.  
The meeting was adjourned.
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